. Embryonic DRG-derived progenitors are multipotent, and loss of Nf1 confers an increase in neurogenesis. Cells from wild type (top panels, A,C,E) and Nf1 -/-(bottom panels, A,C,E) spheres prior (Before) and subsequent to (After) differentiation to Schwann cells (A), Smooth muscle/fibroblast-like cells (C) or neurons (E).
Quanitification reveals no significant change in Schwann cell generation (B, % S100β immunoreactivity) or Smooth muscle/fibroblast generation (D, % SMA immunoreactivity) between genotypes in either spontaneous or cued differentiation conditions. F. Neuronal differentiation (% β-Tubulin immunoreactivity) was increased in
Nf1
-/-cells compared to wild type cells. Inset in E indicates neurons also express neurofilament (NF-M, green). Scale bar: A = 10 microns; C, E = 25 microns. * = pvalue < 0.05, paired t-test. Data are shown as mean ± standard error of the mean. 
